CHAPTER Two

REGIONS AND NATION

CANADA is favoured by geography over the other Dominions
in its superior strategic situation relative to the major land
masses of the two hemispheres and the controlling centres
of the western w"orld.    Closer to Great Britain and Europe,
more accessible to trade and the mobile people of the North
Atlantic region, it has abundant and rich territory in the
temperate zone where the European race has been most
dynamic.    This significant position has had profound effects
upon its settlement, growth, and political institutions.    It
shares half a continent, the less richly endowed half, with
the United States.    An intimate mingling of the two peoples
has consequently existed for a century and a half, with
notable influences on  Canadian democracy.    Propinquity,
morever, has resulted in a border trade annually greater
than that between any other two nations, and facilitated a
perennial exchange,in the elements  of culture,  which in
particular has enabled the junior community to develop
readily the most advanced features of western industrialism.
In comparison with the other Dominions,  Canada has
more varied and richer resources.    In area it actually is larger
than Australia, or even then the United States, but lacks the
concentration of the latter.    In the northern hinterland of
muskeg,   forest,   and   rock,   unimportant  except  for  furs,
timber, and minerals, it has a counterpart to the dead heart
of Australia in the illusions traditionally fostered by space
on the map.    But even in this grim north there are resources.
Canada has more than twice as much cultivable land as
Australia,   with  some   550,000   square  miles   present  and
21